


A (personal) pub-crawl through  
colonial Adelaide
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The Hulbert/Badman pubs
• A snapshot of colonial Adelaide pubs 
• Six of approx 120 Adelaide pubs (in 1870s) 
• 5% of pubs, <2% of licensees 

• Changing role of (Adelaide) pubs: 
• British origins of (Adelaide) pubs 
• Evolution of Adelaide pubs 
• Technological change: architecture and pub technology 
• Leisure: entertainment, sport, gambling, dancing…and drinking 
• Gender: women, ‘that social evil’, domestic violence 
• The ‘republic of the bar’: political and industrial activism 

• Business economics: how did some pubs survive?



Gold! (1852)



Three Crowns (Devizes, Wiltshire) 1911



“By the end of the nineteenth century, drinking places 
and spaces were changing…. Physically the public 
house was becoming a more inclusive category….The 
pub, as a recognizable single type, albeit one which 
exhibited considerable variation, had by the mid 
nineteenth century evolved from several more or less 
distinct drinking places. But at this moment of its creation 
and when its numbers reached a peak, so its 
importance in society began a long decline….” 
(Paul Jennings, A History of Drink and the English 1500–2000, 2016)



Adelaide pubs, 1837–c1900: overview 



“Here, at first landing, everything they see puts them in 
mind of home… Familiar looking inns and shops and 
genuine English barmaids or shopmen, take one quite 
by surprise. The glass of beer drawn out of the London-
made engine… is, tout ensemble, English and 
comfortable.” 
(George Wilkinson, The Working Man’s Handbook to South Australia, 1849)



Licensing, regulation & policing 
• Individual, not premises 
• Licensing legislation, 1837, 1839, 1858, 1869, 1872…1917… 
• Licensing authority and regulatory framework 
• Categories of licenses 
• Annual fee and sureties 
• Restrictions: 
• Operating hours (and Sunday trading) 
• Size, standard and amenity of premises 
• Customers (age, Aborigines) 
• Women (licensees, barmaids) 
• Entertainment, esp gambling 

• Other responsibilities: night lamps, bodies & coroners’ inquests… 
• Penalties, policing



Number of Adelaide pubs, 1837 – c1900



“About 234 public houses (pubs for short) in the city have 
been licensed between 1837 and 2005. Overall there 
have been over 400 names used for these separate city 
establishments. The most hotels trading at any one time 
was between 1886 and about 1905 when there were 
128. Currently [2005], there are about fifty nine hotels 
still trading within the city and North Adelaide. Of the 75 
hotels licensed before 1842, around thirteen of them were 
still trading in 2005 using the original license.” 
(Patricia Sumerling & Katrina McDougall, The City of Adelaide, a thematic history, 2006)



Number of South Australian pubs, 1837–1914
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“The evidence adduced goes to show that in the City of 
Adelaide the increase in the number of public-houses 
has not kept pace with the increase of the population of 
late years. [However] many are of the opinion that 
public-houses (especially those doing mostly a bar 
trade) are still too numerous, particularly in country 
districts…. There is a great want of really first-class hotel 
accommodation for families and visitors to the City.” 
(South Australian Parliamentary Papers, Report of Commission [on] Liquor Laws, 1879)



“… Of course from the point of view of many 
conscientious total abstainers who regard alcohol as a 
poison, an advantage would be gained by [reducing 
the number] of public houses.”  
 
 
 

(South Australian Parliamentary Papers, Report of Commission [on] Liquor Laws, 1879)



South Australian Temperance Movement, 1840–
• South Australian Temperance Society, 1854 
• Temperance ‘Demonstrations’, Burnett’s evangelical abstinence 

movement, 1880s– 
• South Australian [Temperance] Alliance, 1884–



City of Churches 
or 

City of Pubs?  

…and what caused drunkeness and consequently 
violence and immoral behaviour?



South Australian pubs and churches, 1856–1914

0

5

10

15

20
N

um
be

r, 
lic

en
se

es
/p

ub
lic

 h
ou

se

0

300

600

900

1200

Year

1836 1840 1844 1848 1852 1856 1860 1864 1868 1872 1876 1880 1884 1888 1892 1896 1900 1904 1908 1912

Total pubs, SA (Stat Reg) Churches and places of worship Drunkeness per 1000 population



Correlation pubs:drunkeness = 0.56  

Correlation churches:drunkeness = 0.63  
 



Distribution of Adelaide pubs, 1837 – c1900







Devon Arms [Earl of Aberdeen, Coopers’ Alehouse]

• 316 Pulteney St [Hanson St] 
• Built 1846? 
• First licensed 1850(?) 
• Rebuilt/relocated 1879 and 

renamed ‘Earl of Aberdeen’ 

• Licensees include: 
• George T Hulbert, 1853–1854

Devon Arms (c1860)



Bristol Tavern [Franklin Hotel]

Bristol Tavern, c1894



Bristol Tavern [Bristol Hotel, Franklin Hotel]

• 92 Franklin Street 
• Built c1853-54?  

Rebuilt c1866-68?, c1910, c1940… 
• First licensed 1855 
• Licensees include: 
• George T Hulbert, 1855–1859 
• Carl Woltmann, 1859–1866 
• Sylvester Badman, 1866–1868 
• George E Hulbert,  1868–1873 
• Mary Hulbert, 1873–1877 
• Maurice Hulbert, 1904–1908 Bristol Tavern, c1894



Red Lion Inn
• 13a Rundle Street 
• Built 1845  

Renovated 1868, 1962  
Demolished 1966 
• First licensed 1845 
• Licensees include: 
• Sylvester Badman, 1859–1861  

[Frances Badman resident to 1871] 
• M G F Hulbert, 1914

Red Lion Inn c1960



Earl of Zetland Hotel
• 44 Flinders Street (cnr Gawler Pl) 

Integrated with the Freemason’s Hall 
(intended to serve visiting lodge members; 
Earl of Zetland was Grand Master). 

• Built 1870, 
(possibly by Sylvester Badman)  
Demolished 
• First licensed 1869 
• Licensees include: 
• Frances Badman, 1871–1883  

[which might explain the spiral ‘Masonic’ 
staircase in the Newmarket!]

Earl of Zetland Hotel c1956



Royal Hotel
• Approx 65 Hindley Street 
• Built 1847; ‘de-licensed’ 1920 
• First licensed 1847 
• Licensees include: 
• George E Hulbert, 1869–1870 
• Frances Badman, 1870–1872



Newmarket Hotel
• 1 North Terrace 
• Built 1847; extensively rebuilt 

1883-4 (Roland Rees architect) 

• First license 1847 
• Licensees include: 
• Rebecca Pulsford, 1883 
• Francis Badman, 1883–1899 
• Rebecca Pulsford, 1900–1916

Newmarket Hotel c1930

Newmarket Hotel 1875





The Bristol Tavern



Bristol Tavern, c1894 Bristol Hotel 1909



Bristol Hotel c1925



The Bristol Tavern: coroners’ inquests

(1858)

(1861) (1864)



The Bristol Tavern: Music Hall, 1901–c1909



Not all beer and skittles: 
politics in Adelaide’s colonial pubs



“South Australia’s 
democratic reforms of the 
1850s owe much to a group 
of fifty working men who 
met in an Adelaide pub to 
design an ideal system of 
government. After a couple 
of shandies, they decided 
that all men over the age of 
twenty-one should have the 
vote…” 



Political [Reform] Association, 1850–
• Black Horse Hotel, Leigh Street 
• Meeting in response to 

announcement of Legislative 
Council elections, leading to the SA 
Constitution Act 
• “That the objects of the 

Association…be Universal Suffrage, 
Vote by Ballot, Short Parliaments, 
no Property Qualification, Equal 
Electoral Districts. 
• Legislative Council partly elected, 

1851 and 1855 
• “…died a natural death when the 

‘diggings’ rush commenced….”

Black Horse Hotel (1885)



Legislative Council election, September 1855

Anthony Forster (1813–1819)  
Politician, financier and newspaper 

owner/editor



Legislative Council election, September 1855



Declaration of polls, West Adelaide, 1855

Blenheim Hotel (c1870)



Declaration of polls, West Adelaide, 1855
“One striking peculiarity throughout the whole 
proceedings of the day was, the very few Bachanalians 
to be met with — none of your "good old English" 
drunken men were anywhere to be seen, and the 
intoxication of party spirit was the worst inebriety to 
show itself.” 

(Adelaide Times, 21 September 1855)



Constitutional Association, November 1855
• Hotel Europe, 

Gawler Place and Grenfell Street  
(Blenheim Hotel in December) 
• Monitor passage of SA Constitution 

Bill and lobby elected members in 
favor of its platform 
• “Universal suffrage…vote by 

ballot; triennial Parliaments for the 
House of Assembly; electoral 
districts based on population; 
members of the Legislative Council  
[forming] one electoral district…” 
• Land tax and income tax



Hotel Europe (c1863)



Bristol Tavern and organised labour
• Meeting place and office for various 

trade’s organisations 
• Amalgamated Society of 

Engineers, May 1869– 
• Amalgamated Society of 

Carpenters and Joiners, from 
1870 
• Locomotive Engine Drivers from 

December 1876 
• Building Trades’ Council from 

1870s to 1890s 
• SA Typographical Society, 1880s 

• Eight Hours Movement, 1872–1875



Hotel Europe (c1863)



Bristol Tavern and organised labour
• National Reform League, 1883 
• Labour League, 1874–1884

• Unemployed Workers, 1884– 
• United Trades Council, 1884– 



… and political Labor
• United Labor Party of South Australia (John McPherson, left), January 1891 
• First Labor stable minority government (Tom Price, centre), 1905 
• First Labor majority government (John Verran. right), 1910



Summary: the significance of colonial Adelaide pubs
• Alternatives: 

• Coffee/Temperance Hotels 
• Lodging and Boarding-houses 
• Church-based immigrant and labour services 

• Special roles for pubs 
• Consistent with evolution of British pubs, but some aspects uniquely 

(South) Australian 
• Pubs hosted most significant ‘movements’ in South Australia over this 

period 

… and that’s worth drinking to



Colonial Adelaide pubs: the beer



What did colonial Adelaide drink?
We know that it wasn’t lager…until about 1902!



What did colonial Adelaide drink?
• Beer, wine and spirits 

• Consumption rates? 
• The Industrial Revolution at ‘the local’ c1850:  

changes in pub architecture and ‘technology’ 
• Beer machines, refrigeration, (standardised) glasses, copper pipes 
• Beer bottles and the off-site trade 

• Brewing 
• Malt 
• Hops and adulteration: opium poppies 

• The international trade in beer 
• Colonial breweries 

• “Colonial twang”



Number of South Australian breweries, 1850–1914

0.00

0.08

0.15

0.23

0.30
N

um
be

r, 
br

ew
er

ie
s

0

13

25

38

50

Year

1850 1853 1856 1859 1862 1865 1868 1871 18741877 1880 1883 1886 1889 1892 1895 1898 1901 1904 1907 19101913

Breweries Breweries per 1000 population



Alison Painter: Beer Barons or Bankrupts…
• “…the story of the many breweries 

which operated in South Australia from 
settlement in 1836 to the mid-1950s”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
$60.50 + $12.50 postage 
• (08) 8276 8986 
• alpainter@bigpond.com



What did the Hulbert/Badman pubs serve?
• Union Brewery, c1880s 
• Caledonian Brewery (Hyde Park), 

c1900 
• Walkerville Ale, c1909 
• West End [Bitter], 1920s
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